AINGER : Of course, I'll see It's stopped at once,
LAURA : Thank you so much,

AINGER : You've not been in the Prefects5 room
before, I think, Mrs. Simmons. Do you like it ?

LAURA : I've-been here in the holidays when it's
all bare and tidy. (Looking round at the litter.} It
looks much more human now.

WOODLEY : I'm afraid it's in an awful mess.

LAURA : I hardly know the school buildings in
term time. I'm afraid they frighten me a little.
I feel terribly out of it all, with all the bustle and
high spirits.

AINGER : You should be used to it by now.
LAURA : Yes, perhaps.

WOODLEY : We never see you at house-matches
or anything.

LAURA : I know. It's terribly remiss of me9 I
know. But I think I'm rather shy. My husband
is always telling me of it.

WOODLEY : Oh, I didn't mean that. Please, it
wasn't a reproach. Only . . .

LAURA : Only what ?

WOODLEY : Well, only *., a regret.

i
LAURA : Thank you. But Fm disturbing you.

WOODLEY : Not a bit, really. I am afraid I have
nothing to offer you, except peppermint creams.
Will you have one ? (Ofen box.)
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